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Program Components
This textbook is designed to support your learning of the Georgia Standards of Excellence for Social Studies. 

This focus centers on the study of Latin America, Europe, and countries with historical ties to Great Britain, 
including Canada and Australia. You will learn how geography influences your life and the lives of people in 
these regions. Additionally, you will explore the various forms of government in these areas of the world. You 
will examine how each focus country addresses basic economic questions. Lastly, you will briefly review the 
history of the focus countries during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.

Studying this textbook and utilizing the features listed here will enhance your knowledge. This knowledge 
will help you become a better student. More importantly, it will enable you to be a better citizen! One day, your 
name may appear in a book like this one. Students of 21st-century Georgia may read about your contributions 
to improving our great state and nation!
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Print Edition
The print edition of World Studies: Countries, Cultures, 

and Connections offers significant benefits for middle-grade 
social studies students. The text is well organized, with each 
unit and chapter consistently structured across the two-year 
study. The standards-based textbook ensures that students 
have access to accurate and age-appropriate content that 
directly supports classroom instruction and assessment. The 
printed format allows students to read the overall narrative 
in the context of carefully selected maps, charts, graphs, and 
photographs that help bring the content to life and make ab-
stract concepts more concrete. The printed textbooks reduce 
screen fatigue and offer a reliable, distraction-free resource 
that supports independent study and homework completion. 
Most importantly, the print edition serves as a dependable 
tool for both teachers and students to stay focused on the 
essential knowledge and skills required by the standards.

eBook 
The eBook version of World Studies: Countries, Cultures, and 

Connections includes all the great content of the printed text. 
Access to the eBook enables students to utilize the book from 
various Internet-connected devices. Whether the school has 
a comprehensive BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) program 
or simply permits PODs (Personally Owned Devices), stu-
dents are equipped with the eBook both in and out of the 
classroom. Reading in the classroom, on the school bus, or 
at the ball field is facilitated by the flexibility of the eBook.  
     The eBook contains links to audio recordings, content-re-
lated websites, online encyclopedia entries, primary source 
documents, video clips, presentations, QuickNotes, and 
workbook pages. Any student with internet access can log 
in to the student textbook from any location. Students may 
find that the best experience using the eBook is with Adobe 
Reader software.  

Audiobook
Reading a textbook can sometimes be challenging. 

Some students learn better by hearing the material rather 
than seeing it in print. Either way, a professionally narrated 
audio version of the textbook is just a click away. Internet 
access is required.  

Internet Activities
These activities are online research opportunities. These 

extension lessons enable students to enhance their learning 
by exploring a topic more thoroughly through structured 
research using preselected resources. 

PowerPoint Presentations
For each chapter, the teacher has received a PowerPoint 

presentation to adapt for classroom use. Students can also 
access these presentations through links in the eBook. Each 
section of every chapter is summarized on a slide. By studying 
these slides to preview and review classroom learning, stu-
dents will retain more of the essential concepts being taught.

QuickNotes
To accompany each chapter and presentation, students 

have access to dedicated note-taking pages. The QuickNotes 
handout includes key concepts from each chapter and 
section, along with blank lines for student notes. Students 
can use highlighters, markers, and pens to emphasize the 
information that is most important for their learning. 

Puzzles
Puzzle worksheets are provided for each chapter to help 

students learn the academic vocabulary of this social studies 
content. 
 
Hyperlinks

Numerous resources are available on the Web that pro-
vide additional information on the topics covered in this 
study. We have included access to some of these to assist 
students as links within the eBook.  

Guided Reading
At times, locating the key facts in a textbook chapter can 

be challenging. By utilizing the Guided Reading resource, 
students can focus on the text and concentrate on the most 
essential content to reinforce their learning.  

Self-Checking Quiz
In order to monitor your learning, take the self-checking 

quiz. You can take it multiple times. Pay attention to any 
items that you miss as a way of improving your learning and 
clearing up misunderstandings. 

Wrap-Up Games
Wrap-Up Games is a learning and review classroom 

game for each chapter. Students will select a category and 
point value to answer questions and compete for the highest 
score. 
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